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Table 1. The K-Classification System for Functional Ambulation

K* level
Factor
K-0 K-1 K-2 K-3 K-4
Description Nonambulator; requires Household ambulator Limited community Unlimited community Exceeds basic use
assist with transfers ambulation ambulation
Gait activity = Nonambulance Fixed cadence; level Fixed cadence; negotiates Variable cadence; Exhibits high-energy
surfaces minor community barriers negotiates environment  activity; high impact
(eg, curbs, ramps, stairs) freely; has use beyond activity
simple gait
Recommended Not a prosthesis Non-dynamic response Non-dynamic response Dynamic response foot; Dynamic response foot;
feet candidate foot foot energy-storing foot energy-storing foot
Recommended Not a prosthesis Fixed-cadence swing Fixed-cadence swing rate Variable-cadence swing Variable-cadence swing
knees candidate rate rate; computer-assisted  rate; computer-assisted
*K is an arbitrary letter assigned to this classification system.
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Fig. 1. Prosthetic options for the
transfemoral amputee.
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